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TORNADOES IN WISCONSlN,l SEPTEMBER 21, 1934 

By W. P. STEWART, Associate Meteorologist 
(Weather Bureau. Milwaukee., Wis., October, 19%) 

On Sunday, September 21, 1924, a marked area of 
low pressure passed northerstward across Wisconsin, 
causing hi h wmds throughout the State and destructive 
squalls an% tornadoes over wide areas in many north- 
central and northern counties. There was more or less 
damage in all parts of the State. At Milwaukee, in 
the southeast, many trees and wires were blown down, 
windows were broken, and B yacht was sunk in the har- 
bor. The maximum wind was 3G miles from the south- 

of the State, the himh wind caused considerable Bortion amage 
west. At Superior, in the extreme northwestern 

to growinf crops. %he maximum wind at  Duluth was 
64 miles rom the northwest. Between these two ex- 
treme points the degree of damage varied great1 . It 
was most serious over a belt about 100 miles wi B e es- 
tending from southwest to  northeast across Wisconsin, 
the southern edge of the belt passing just north of the 
center of the State. 

Within this belt there were certainly two, and possibly 
four, tornadoes. Fortunate1 much of this section is very 
sparsel settled; otherwise t t e  loss of life and property 

passed over the more densely populated regions the d e  
struction was very . A statement from the Governor 

injured, 65 to 75 homes entirely destroyed, about 25 
homes more or less dama ed, and that the monetary loss 
would exceed $500,000. %robably more than 100 eople 
received minor injuries, more than 200 head of catt. Y e and 
horses were killed, and more than 300 barns were de- 
stro ed. 

Tiere were two rincipal tornadoes. One of these 
. m. near Chetek, in 

northeast through eastern 8arron County, and north- 
western Rusk County, passed diagonally across Sawyer 
Count and probably across the southeastern corner of 

Count near Marengo. The length of the path was about 

are not certain, as from about the middle of Sawyt.r 
County to well u in Ashland County the path is through 

about 45 miles there are no post offices, and no reports 
were received from that section. 
From the best obtainable inforniation it appears that 

there was one fatalitv and n propertv loss of about 

would 1 ave been much greater. Where the tornadoes 

of Wisconsin says g;eat t at  36 people were killed, G l  seriously 

i! originated ap arenty P about 2 
southeastern l!3 arron County an traveled about north- 

Bayfie P d County, and was last seen in northern Ashland 

90 mi 3 es, assuming that it was continuous. Of this wc 

practically unin E abited territory. Over a stretch of 

1 The tornadoea herein described OcCuTl'ed on the ri ht side and close to the center of 
the cyclonh storm that was centered petween St. Pad, Minn., and Charles City Iowa 
at 8 a. m. 75th meridian time and moving toward the northeast. See. track No. Vi char; 
No 11. this REVIEW. The significant feature of the weather chart on the mording of 
the 21st wan the high temmture  in the southeastrrn Quadrant of the cvclone. Charles 
City, Iowa, about-130 mi ls  south pr St. Paul was lou warmer than h e  latter, and in 
general warm south to southeast winds were dowing towards the center of the cyclone 
while much oooler northwest winds were blowing around the center in the rear: 
The tornadoes did not 'occur until after 2 p. m. abput which time the wind-shift line 
mlirt haVC been pagnng O v e r  northwestern WlSCOll6l~.-~I117OR. 

$170,000 in Barron County. In Rusk County no fatal- 
ities were re orted; the property loss was about $30,000. 
In Sawyer 8ounty two fatalities were reported and the 
property loss was about $10,000. This was in the south- 
western part of the county; as previously stated the path 
from there to the northern portion of Ashland County is 
through practically uninhabited country. In the north- 
ern portion of Ashland County seven fatalities and a 
pro erty loss of about $40,000 were reported. 

still some 15 miles from Lake Superior. Severd eople 

shaped clouds. No attempt has been made to estimate 
the speed with which this tornado traveled, because of 
the apparently unreliable nature of many of the time 
reports. 

The second tornado formed about 3 2 0  p. m., some 
3 miles east and 1 mile south of Augusta, Eau Claire 
County, and moved northeast across northern Clark 
County, estreme northwestern Marathon County, eastern 
Taylor County, Lincoln County, and was last reported 
in the vicinity of Three Lakes in the northeastern corner 
of Oneida county, about 4:30 p. m. The distance 
traveled is about 120 miles, and if the times reported 
are ap rosiniatel correct, it traveled nearly GO miles an 

try that are practically uninhabited. Wherever there were 
settlements, however, reat destruction occurred. The 
following fatalities an% property losses were reported: 
In  Eau Claire County a roperty loss of about $4,000, 
mainly to rather frail fuildings- in Clark County, 
14 fatalities and a property loss i f  about $150,000; in 
Taylor County, 4 fatalities and a property loss of about 
$45,000; in Lincoln County, 2 fatalities and a property 
loss of about $50,000; in Oneida County G fatalities and 
a roperty loss of about $255,000. 

?n addition to the foregoing a property loss of about 
$4,000 was reported about 4 miles southeast of Antigo, 
Langlade County. This probably was from a small 
tornado which is believed to have formed about 25 miles 
south of the main storm track. It was not reported 
from any other point, but the re orter says it had all 
of the tornado characteristics. ft is ossible that a 

also, as a t  the time the principal storm was passing 
near Rhinelander, 4 p. m., a destructive storm with a 
funnel-shaped cloud was reported a t  Minoc ua, 25 miles 
northwest of there. This tornado, like t B e one near 
Antigo, was not reported from any other point. 

The width of the path of great destruction in all of 
these tornadoes varied greatly from place to place; at 
some points it. was not over 200 feet, while at others i t  
was more than half a mile. The estimates of losses were 
made by the ostmnstew in the various localities. They 
include the tamawe to crops, mainly corn and apples. 
Corn was blown Rat and trees strip ed of fruit over a 
large art of northern Wisconsin. f n  the path of the., 
torna K oes milch timber is reported down. 

Apr- ent P y the storm lost its tornado characteristics w 'le 

at  Meteor, Sawyer County, say there were two P unnel- 

hour. h i s  torna B o also passed over wide stretches of coun- 

small tornado may have formed north o P the main track 


